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Mission Statement: The American Red Cross, a humanitarian organization led by volunteers and guided by its Congressional Charter and the
Fundamental Principles of the International Red Cross Movement, will provide the relief to victims of disaster and help people prevent, prepare for,
and respond to emergencies.

As | sit and ponder on the different topics that | could talk about, and trust me after 13 years of doing this job (not
American many to some) I could go a lot of different ways, | keep going back to the thing that I live for...Partnerships!!
Red Cross
If it weren’t for the wonderful partnerships that I have personally encountered over the last few years, | would not be as
successful in my job. | cannot stress enough the importance of creating partnerships for your organization. It doesn’t
matter what part of response you fall into, you can’t do it alone! We all work to make the next guy look better and
work toward a common goal of clean and efficient response. Some of us look at the material side of the emergency and some of us want to make
sure that the personal/human side of that emergency is taken care of.

Emergency Managers, Public Health officials, Fire Chiefs, Law Enforcement and so many others (governmental,
non-governmental and private sector) need to make sure that they are building working relationships and work-
ing with their local Red Cross Chapter. You should know them well enough to be comfortable calling them in the
middle of the night. Your Red Cross representative also needs to be included in the planning processes and the
training that is available to them. It helps each of our organizations respond better when we know what details
are important in an event to each individual organization.

The Red Cross has pre-determined shelters in each of your communities. Contact your local chapter if you are
unsure of these locations. The American Red Cross is listed in the LEOP as being responsible for Mass Care.
Therefore, it is extremely important that we are sitting at the table in the planning, training and exercise proc-
esses that go on.

The American Red Cross plays a crucial part in the new Functional Needs Support System, in which there are some major sheltering changes that
pertain to the clients coming in. Along with this, FEMA just signed an MOU with the American Red Cross taking major steps towards developing a
more comprehensive and collaborative approach to planning and assessing mass care services. This strengthened partnership will enhance collabo-
ration between voluntary organizations and government response partners by bringing together the federal resources of FEMA and the mass care
expertise of the Red Cross.

Continued on next page
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Dangerous winter weather can strike quickly and with such ferocity, it can stop any of us in our tracks — literally. Do your best to prevent
that from happening to you or your community. November 4™ has been designated Nebraska Winter Weather Awareness Day. Use this
year’s Winter Weather Awareness campaign as a chance to learn something new about winter, educate those around you or just jog your
memory regarding the hazards of winter weather. Despite our recent fine fall weather, last year should still be fresh in your mind. For many
of us, even a well coordinated response pushed resources to the limit last year. While no one knows what the winter of 2010-2011 will
bring, and we hope it’s nothing like last year, we can be ready to meet the challenges.

The 2010-2011 Winter Outlook is below. Most of Nebraska has a slightly better chance of
U.S. Winter Outlook o
~ " Precipitation warmer than normal temperatures. No strong trends for precipitation and the state should ex-

i pect generally near normal precipitation
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The Central Region Citizen Corps held a Basic Search and
Rescue training in Columbus October 8-10. The class was
instructed by Bob Hessler with Randy Kleager and Randy
Olson assisting, all are from the Scottsbluff CERT Search
and Rescue Team. Members of the Albion Fire Department,
Platte Center Fire/EMS and Emergency Management, Boone
County Emergency Management and CERT, Platte County
Sheriff's Department, and Platte County Emergency Man-
agement/CERT attended. The group is in the process of
forming a regional Search and Rescue Team to be called
upon for missing person or evidence searches. Topics cov-
ered were, basic land navigation, search and rescue re-
sources, clue consciousness, and search tactics. The train-
ing culminated with a morning exercise on the third day
looking for 2 lost individuals along a heavily wooded area
along the Loup River. Bob Shepherd, Chief Deputy with the
Platte County Sheriff's Department said “I was impressed
with the training and | know | can speak for those attend-
ing that no one realized the amount of planning and train-
ing that is involved in a missing person search”. Prairie
Valley Chapter of the Red Cross served the food during the
training and exercise to simulate their role in this type of
activity. Plans are underway to offer and additional Basic
Search and Rescue Class next spring and hopefully an ad-
vanced class next Fall.
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